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1. About Thamate and its Work
Thamate (literally a Dalit Drum) is a Community Based Organization founded in 2006 working in
Tumkuru district of Karnataka with madiga and other most marginalized communities for
eradication of manual scavenging practice and comprehensive development of the community.
1.3 Focus of Thamate's Work
Thamate's work is focused on following thematic issues: 

Eradication of Manual Scavenging Practice including legal interventions



Organizing safaikarmacharis



Improving Education among families of Safaikarmacharis/Manual Scavengers



Improving Health status of families of Safaikarmacharis/Manual Scavengers

Within this broad framework, Thamate continued its work in the in the first quarter of 2017-18
(Apr-Jun), as this report elaborates, continuing to build on the advocacy efforts made in the year
2016-17 for regularization of safaikarmacharis/pourakarmikas; expanding the areas of our educational
activities and reaching out to newer members of the community in the field of alternate
employment.
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Executive Summary

Thematic Issue

Key Activities

Result

Outcome

Legal Intervention in
Udbur Case: Factfinding, meeting with
family members,
police officials, social
welfare department
officials

The police officials
Follow-up required
were apprised of the
PEMSR Act 2013 and
were persuaded to add
offences under the Act
in the FIR

Legal Intervention in

The police officials

FIR filed and part of the

Legal Intervention Whitefield Case: Fact- were apprised of the compensation money
in Cases of Manual finding, meeting with PEMSR Act 2013 and provided to the family.
family members,
were persuaded to add
Scavenging
Circle Inspector, social offences under the Act
welfare department
in the FIR
officials

Regularization of
pourakarmikas

Protest against the
continuing death in
cases of Manual
Scavenging

Demands of strict
action in the cases of
manual scavenging
submitted to CM via
Police Officials

Visit to Punjab and
Haryana

Report submitted to
the State Government
through State
Safaikarmachari
Commission

CM apprised of the
steps taken by Punjab
and Haryana State govts
towards regularization
of their pourakarmikas

District-level Protest
in front of Tumkuru
DC Office

Memorandum
submitted to CM via
Tumkuru DC

Intimation provided by
the SKKS that if the
demands are not met
within the time-frame
then work would be
struck indefinitely.

State-wide Indefinite
Strike of
pourakarmikas

Cabinet Ministers
forced to negotiate
with the union

Announcement of
finalization of
regularization process in
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including in Tumkuru regarding their
district led by SKKS
demands

the next Cabinet
Meeting

Expansion of activities One new bheemshale
of Bheemshale
was opened in
Pothaganahali village
in Pavagada

37 boys and girls will
get the benefit of
bheemshale intervention

Pre-coaching for
Morarji residential
schools

43 students including 27
boys and 16 girls got
admission in Morarji
Schools

Improving
Education among Association with
families of
Shaktidhama
pourakarmikas/
manual scavengers

Alternative
employment skills
training at Nudge
Foundation run
Gurukuls

Visited several villages 3 girls have joined the
and met community
residential school at
members explaining Shaktidhama, Mysuru.
to the facilities offered
by Shaktidhama
Publicized this
opportunity in the
community and held
several sessions of
orientation for the
youths

3

10 youths including 4
Boys and 6 girls joined
the course. Two youths
have completed the
course and have been
placed in jobs.
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2. Legal Intervention in Cases of Manual Scavenging
The dance of death continued in the year 2017-18 as well with the practice of manual scavenging
claiming two more lives during April - June period in two incidents - one in Doora Gram Panchayat
in Mysuru, the home town of Chief Minister Siddharamiah and second in Whitefield area in
Bengaluru, the nub of the Silicon City.
Table 1: Key Activities, Process Result and Outcomes
Key Activities

Result

Outcome

Legal Intervention in Udbur Case:
Fact-finding, meeting with family
members, police officials, social
welfare department officials

The police officials were apprised of
the PEMSR Act 2013 and were
persuaded to add offences under the
Act in the FIR

Follow-up required

Legal Intervention in Whitefield
Case: Fact-finding, meeting with
family members, Circle Inspector,
social welfare department officials

The police officials were apprised of
the PEMSR Act 2013 and were
persuaded to add offences under the
Act in the FIR

FIR filed and part of
the compensation
money provided to the
family.

Protest against the continuing
death in cases of Manual
Scavenging

Demands of strict action in the cases
of manual scavenging submitted to
CM via Police Officials

2.1 Udbur Village, Doora Panchayat, Mysuru
On 9th May 2017, Manjunath (30), a pourakarmika working under the Doora Gram Panchayat, was
called by Somanna, a resident of Udbur village, 15 kms away from Mysuru , the home town of CM
Siddharamaiah, for cleaning a septic tank. Somanna could have called the Panchayat or the Mysore
Municipal Corporation for Sucking and Jetting Machine (S&J Machine) for this work but he chose
to call Manjunath and another colleague because it was well known in the area that they regularly
work as manual scavengers. When Manjunath started digging with iron crowbar to open the stone
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slabs covering the septic tank, his iron bar hit a electrical wire running underneath and he got
electrocuted. On its own, the police personnel of Jaipura PS only filed a case of negligence under IPC
sec 304 A even as the accused absconded. Mr. K. B. Obalesh and Mr. Ramchandra from
Safaikarmachari Kavulu Samithi visited the spot of the incident and met the family of Manjunath on
15th May 2017. After collecting the relevant facts about the incident, the fact-finding team spoke to
the Police Inspector of the Jaipura PS about why the relevant sections of the Prohibition of
Employment as Manual Scavenger and their Rehabilitation Act 2013 have not been included in the
First Investigation Report (FIR). The Inspector expressed his ignorance about the existence of such
an Act and asked the members of the fact-finding team to provide training to the police personnel
regarding the Act itself.
2.2 Whitefield, Bengaluru
On June 1st, Prithviraj (23) breathed his last at the Columbia Asia Hospital after failing to recover
from the damage caused to him by toxic gases which he had inhaled after falling into the sewage
tank of a Sewage Treatment Plant (STP). He had been in ICU for the seven days before he ended his
struggle for life. On 24th May 2017, two unauthorized contractors, Murali and Pradeep hailing from
the same village as Prithviraj - K Mallasandra village in Hoskote taluk near Whitefield Bengaluru called him and his friends Raju (17) and Dinesh (21) for a 'gardening job' in return for promise of
money. They took them to Jatti Dwarkamayi Apartments on ECC road in Whitefiled, owned by
Dwarkamayi, the granddaughter of Sh. B D Jatti, the former Vice-President of India. The
contractors were working for and in guidance of the owner, who had told them to get someone to
clean a malfunctioning STP in the housing complex which has about 25 villas of which 20-22 are
occupied while others are under construction. The owner should have called a S&J machine for this
task but instead in an act of criminality, got the contractors to hire young workers as manual
scavengers. On reaching the apartment, they discovered that the 'gardening job' is actually a job to
clean s sewage tank. The boys first refused to do the work saying that they have never done this
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before and they won't know how to but the contractors forced them. When they opened the tank,
the smell was so unbearable that Dinesh refused to go down. The contractors then convinced
Prithviraj and Raju to go down. When they went down a little, they fell and immediately fainted.
The contractors and Dinesh started shouting for help and the security guards called for Fire Brigade
which arrived in approximately 30 minutes. Both Prithviraj and Raju were admitted in the ICU of
Columbia Asia Hospital. While Raju was able to make recovery, Prithviraj succumbed to
asphyxiation on 1st June 2017. By the time, the fact-finding team comprising Mr. K B Obalesh and
Mr. Siddharth from SKKS and Ms. Pushpalatha from Dalit Bahujan Chaluvali (DBM) reached the
morgue where Priithviraj's dead body was kept, Police had already filed FIR but only registering
cases of negligence under IPC sec 304A. On the insistence of the fact-finding team accompanied by
Rukminiaama, Prithviraj's mother and members of his village, the Police Inspector in the Whitefield
PS agreed to register the case under relevant sections of the PEMSR Act 2013, the SC/ST Atrocities
Act 1989 (PoA) as amended in 2016 and Juvenile Justice Act (JJA). Prithviraj belonged to adiKarnataka caste which is a scheduled caste and hence the PoA 1989 should have been added to the
charges by the police. Raju is a minor and has relevant sections under JJA are also attracted. But
none of this were added by police on their own, quite likely under the influence of the owner.
2.3 Chamundi Hills Gram Panchayat, Mysuru
On 7th June 2017, Ms. S. Geetha, the president of the Chamundi Hills Gram Panchayat in Mysuru
district, forced two contract pourakarmikas - Ganesh and Cheluva - working for the Mysore City
Corporation to enter and clean a manhole overflowing with sewage in front of her house in
Tavarakatte village. She was advised by the Panchayat Development Officer (PDO), Mr. Anand that
the pourakarmikas had been hired for "this" purpose only and it was their "responsibility" to clean the
manhole. The objections of the workers that the block was too severe and that they should wait for
the equipment to be brought was not heeded by Ms. S. Geetha, who along with the PDO threatened
them that they will loose their jobs if they didn't obey the orders. A video of Ganesh entering and
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cleaning the manhole while being submerged in sewage till neck surfaced and was shown on all TV
channels. The Legislative Assembly was in session and questions were raised by the continuance of
the practice in the state, especially since the GP fell in the home town of the CM himself. Criminal
Cases were registered under the PEMSR Act 2013 by the Krishnaraja PS without any intervention
from civil society. The PDO was suspended and subsequently the Panchayat president was removed
from her position. But the case illustrated how 'normal' the practice
2.5 Town Hall Protest
In the backdrop of these spate of incidents of manual scavenging and the continued inaction by the
officials towards prevention of these incidents, a protest was organized by Safaikarmachari Kavulu
Samithi Karnataka jointly with Samata Sainik Dal (SSD), Dalit Bahujan Chaluvali (DBM), People’s
Union of Civil Liberties (PUCL), Madiga Reservation Horata Samithi - Karnataka (MRHS), Slum
Janandolana-Karnataka and Savithribai Phule Mahila Sangha. Through the Police, a memorandum
was submitted to the Chief Minister, demanding immediate criminal action against action those
accused in these cases as well arrest of the DCs of these districts for failing to implement the Act and
prevent incidents of manual scavenging.
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3. Regularization of Contract Pourakarmikas working under Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs)
Table 2: Key Activities, Process Result and Outcomes
Key Activities
Visit to Punjab and Haryana

Result

Outcome

Report submitted to the
State Government through
State Safaikarmachari
Commission

CM apprised of the steps taken by
Punjab and Haryana State govts
towards regularization of their
pourakarmikas

District-level Protest in front of Memorandum submitted to
Tumkuru DC Office
CM via Tumkuru DC

Intimation provided by the SKKS
that if the demands are not met
within the time-frame then work
would be struck indefinitely.

State-wide Indefinite Strike of
pourakarmikas including in
Tumkuru district led by SKKS

Announcement of finalization of
regularization process in the next
Cabinet Meeting

Cabinet Ministers forced to
negotiate with the union
regarding their demands

There are several overlaps between the occupation of safaikarmacharis and manual scavenging. The
people employed in these two occupations are often drawn from the same castes and often they are
the same individuals. Because of the economic and social insecurity created by the contract
pourakarmika (sweeper) system under ULBs, they are forced to take up tasks like cleaning septic
tanks or sewage pits etc. Often the actual wages paid to the pourakarmikas are below minimum
wages. Even these less-than-living-wages are almost never paid on time, a delay of 3-4 months being
the norm and in some instances the delay is as along as upto 12 months long. The problems of less
than minimum wages being paid, delayed payments and lack of social security entitlements will
remain unsolved under a contractor system. Hence, Thamate and SKKS had been engaged in
relentless advocacy efforts to achieve this. Infact this was one of the major demands of the state-level
jatha undertaken last year. During a meeting held with the Chief Minister on 13 Feb 2017, attended
by Mr. K B Obalesh from SKKS along with present and former Chairpersons of Karnataka State
Safaikarmachari Commission, when it was suggested that States of Haryana and Punjab have done
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away with contractor based systems, the CM suggested that an official team comprising present and
former Chairpersons of Karnataka State Safaikarmachari Commission visit these two states and
report on the model followed by them and their suitability for the State of Karnataka. Along side the
official visit, SKKS decided to make a visit of its own to these two states and make recommendations
of its own.
2.1.1 Visit to Punjab and Haryana
During April 4-6 2017, Mr. K. B. Obalesh and Mr. Rmachandrappa from SKKS visited Chandigarh,
Ludhiana and Amritsar in Punjab and Haryana and interacted with safaikarmacharis and members of
the organization their issues. Just before the assembly elections in 2017, the Punjab government had
passed The Punjab Ad Hoc, Contractual, Daily Wage, Temporary, Work Charges and Outsourced
Employees' Welfare Act, 2016 which regularized all contractual, daily wage and temporary workers
working for government and its agencies. But most of the Valmiki/safaikarmachari sangathanas had
very little information regarding the implementation of this Act. Haryana on the other hand has
made a special policy in 2014 for regularizing workers for Group D positions after having worked
for 3 years and meeting certain other eligibility conditions. The team found that in these two states
the government itself is recruiting sanitation workers which are made to do manual scavenging
prohibited by the PEMSR Act 2013.

Cart carried by Safaikarmacharis

A safaikarmachari shows his ID Card
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The team observed that the socio-economic condition of the safaikarmacharis in these two states is
comparably much poor when compared to those in Karnaataka. The ULBs are using mixed system
wherein some safaikarmacharis are working directly for the ULB while a large number are hired
through contractors without any job security. Most of them are being denied MInimum Wages and
there is no independent union of the workers since most unions are controlled by political parties.
The condition of the manual scavengers is most deplorable. In the last one year, 15 deaths in
manholes have been reported but none of the families have received compensation as per SC
Judgement, neither have there been protest against these deaths. Based on these meetings and
interviews, the study team formulated its recommendations and submitted its report titled 'The
Status of Safaikarmacharis in Punjab and Haryana: A Report for Consideration by Government of
Karnataka for regularization of contract Safaikarmachari' to Karnataka State Safaikarmachari
Commission recommending complete abolition of contractor system and regularization of existing
safaikarmacharis through a Special Recruitment Policy.

Office of the Safaikarmachari Union
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2.1.2 Tumkuru Protest and Submission of Memorandum to DC
The Order passed by the State Cabinet regarding the regularization of pourakarmikas had set the
deadline for elimination of contractor system as March 2017. The deadline had come and went and
no action from the government was forthcoming. Both the official and the SKKS study team's report
had been submitted and had positively recommended regularization based on a model which would
draw from that of Haryana but would also have some unique features not present in Haryana. But
there was no forward movement on the issue and the bureaucracy remained adamant that
regularization should not be done.

K. B. Obalesh addressing the rally before its march to DC Office
Given these circumstances, the members of SKKS felt that agitation and struggle is the only means
left open to them now and thus SKKS organized one-day protest in various districts of the State
giving a memorandum to the CM via the Deputy Commissioner reminding Sh. Siddharamaian of
his promise to end the contractor system and the non-implementation of the Cabinet Order. The
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protest organized by Thamate and SKKS in Tumkuru district headquarters started from
Corporation Office and ended at the DC office where memorandum was handed over to the district
officials. The memorandum warned the CM that if appropriate action was not initiate to implement
the Cabinet Order immediately, pourakarmikas across the State will strike work.
2.1.3 State-wide Pourakarmika Strike
Even after the one-day protests across the districts, when the CM didn't call a joint meeting of all the
concerned ministries and departments and their officials, SKKS along with Pourakarmikara
Mahasangha and several other organizations decided to give a call to their members to strike work
on 12 June 2017 and continue to do the same till the government commits itself to ending the
contractor system. All workers were asked to come to district headquarters and stage indefinite
dharna till the demand of regularization was not met. The hard work done by SKKS and Thamate in
Tumkuru and other districts produced results as in several towns and cities across the states, garbage
started piling as workers refused to come to work even in the face of threats by supervisors that they
would be removed from their jobs. Work was struck across 21 out of 30 districts across the State
with the strike most effective in areas where pourakarmikas were better organized (See Annexure for
a compilation of media reports). On 13th June, as the strike entered the second day, Mr. Eshwar
Khandre, Minister of State for Municipalities and Local Bodies and Mr. H Anjaneya, Minister for
Social Welfare met the protesters at Banappa Park in Bangalore and assured that regularization
would happen with the exact modalities being decided in a meeting with CM on 20th June. With
this public assurance from two Ministers, the strike was called off. The promised meeting with the
CM eventually took place on 23rd June since the Assemble Session was extended beyond 20th June.
In the meeting, it was decided to regularize 10,000 pourakarmikas in the first phase and the
remaining pourakarmikas will be regularized progressively. Although, the fine-print of the policy is
still awaited but this decision signifies at least partial fulfilment of the long-standing demand of
Thamate and SKKS and like-minded organizations.
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First Day of Indefinite Strike by workers in Tumkuru

13

Thamate

Quarterly Report | April - June | 2017

4. Improving Education among children of Manual Scavengers and
Safaikarmacharis
In the first quarter of 2017-18, in addition to the existing 6 bheemshalas in various slums and villages
in the district of Tumkuru, Thamate opened a new Bheemshala in Pothaganahalli village in
Pavagada. Thamate has been running its solar electrification program in this village since last year
and hence both the demand from the community and a place to run the bheemshale was available. In
all these 6 centres, 97 boys and 115 girls were enrolled. Apart from helping them to do better in
various subjects, through summer camps and cultural activities, the bheemshalas also attempt to build
self-confidence in the children. Table 4 below gives details of the 6 bheemshalas that were run by
Thamate in 2017-18 and the number of students enrolled in each of them.
Table 3: Number of male and female students attending various Bheemshalas in
Tumkuru district
No. of Children Enrolled
Sl. No.

Name of the Bheemshala

Taluka

Boys

Girls

Total

1

ADARSHANAGAR

PAVAGADA-URBAN

22

19

41

2

KANNAMEDI

PAVAGADA-RURAL

16

17

33

3

BYADANURU-1

PAVAGADA-RURAL

15

18

33

4

BYADANURU-2

PAVAGADA-RURAL

11

17

28

5

POTHAGANAHALLI

PAVAGADA-RURAL

18

22

40

6

MADHUGIRI

MADHUGIRI -URBAN

15

22

37

97

115

212

Total

14

Thamate

Quarterly Report | April - June | 2017

4.1 Admission to Morarji Schools
The results for the entrance exams to Morarji Desai Residetial Schools came in June 2017 and this
year, 43 students including 27 boys and 16 girls got admission into various Morarji Desai Schools at
Pavagada, Madhugiri, Koratagere and Sira talukas as shown in Table 4 below.
Table 4: Admissions to Morarji Desai Residential Schools in AY 2017-18
Sl. No

TALUK

GIRLS

BOYS

TOTAL

1

PAVAGADA

17

06

23

2

MADHUGIRI

09

09

18

3

KORATAGERE

0

01

01

4

SIRA

01

0

01

TOTAL

27

16

43

4.2 Association with The Nudge Foundation
The Nudge Life Skills Foundation (https://www.thenudge.org/) is an organization working
towards poverty alleviation through providing life and livelihood skills to youths through a program
called Gurukul. Gurukul offers 100-day long training program around livelihood skills like
beautician (girls), driving (boys) and office administration/sales management (boys) in addition to
life skills which equip youths to become financial independent. The Foundation had approached
Thamate to explore the possibility of recommending youths from safaikarmachari community for
these training courses. Mr. Siddharth and Mr. K. B. Obalesh met with Mr. Sriram from the
Foundation to discuss the program and its offerings. Later, we also visited the Gurukul hostels for
both boys and girls and spoke to students enrolled in the courses going on currently. Through
Thamate's Youth Resource Centers (YRCs), Thamate facilitated sessions where team of the
Foundation gave orientation sessions to the youths about the training program and the placement
opportunities after finishing the trainings. The youths also got a chance to ask questions about the

15

Thamate

Quarterly Report | April - June | 2017

program. Eventually for the batches 10 youths enrolled for the courses shown in Table 5 below.
Table 5 : Admissions to various courses of Gurukulas run by Nudge Foundation
Sl. No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Name
Netra
Anitha
Prashanthi
Laksmidevi
Prathap
Nandan
Vishwa
Maruthi
Chandrakala
Kavya

Gender
F
F
F
F
M
M
M
M
F
F

Course
Beautician
Beautician
Beautician
Sale executive
Driver
Driver
Driver
Sales executive
Beautician
Beautician

Place From
Achenahalli, Madhugiri
Achenahalli, Madhugiri
Karekythanahalli, Pavagada
Karekythanahalli, Pavagada
Bangalore Rural
Koratagere
Koratagere
Pavagada
Pavagada
Pavagada

Out of the 10 students who have joined at the Gurukulas, Mr. Pratap and Ms. Kavya have finished
their training and have gotten jobs as driver and beautician respectively. Ms. Kavya was awarded the
certificate by Film Star Puneet Rajkumar for her exemplary performance in the course.

4.3 Association with Shaktidhama, Mysuru
Shaktidhama in Mysuru located at the foothills of the Chamundi Hills on the Mysuru-Ooty road is
an NGO established in 1998 with the efforts of Dr. Rajkumar for the rehabilitation of destitute
women. The Trust is being managed by Sh. G. S. Jayadev, the founder of Deenabandhu in
Chamrajanagar, which works towards education and rehabilitation of orphan, destitute and
estranged children. Shaktidhama has been planning to open residential hostels for children from
marginalized backgrounds and had invited Thamate members to explore the possibility of sending
children from families of safaikarmacharis/Manual Scavengers with single parent or orphaned. On
Feb 26, 2017, Mr. Siddagangaiah and Mr. Siddharth visited Shaktidhama premises and were briefed
by Shaktidhama members about the facilities and life at the hostel. After the visits, Thamate staff
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held meetings with community members in various villages and towns in Tumkuru and Bengaluru
Rural districts about the availability of this opportunity. Eventually, 3 girls (details in Table 6 below)
have gotten admission at Shaktidhama and are continuing their education in Mysuru.
Table 6: Admissions to Shaktidhama Orphanage/Residential School at Mysuru
Sl.

NAME

No.

AGE/

CLASS

PLACE FROM

4TH
STD
4TH
STD
7TH
STD

Vijeepura, Bangalore-Rural

GENDER

1.

VANITHA d/o Venkateshamma

10 Y/F

2.

SATHYA d/o Venkateshamma

10Y/F

3.

NANDINI d/o Nagamma

13Y/ F

17

Vijeepura-, BangaloreRural
Vijeepura-, BangaloreRural

Appendix
Media Coverage of the StateWide Indefinite Strike by
Pourakarmikas

1. Bengaluru

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Vijayavani, 13 June 2017

Vijayavani, 14 June 2017

Udayavaani, June 13, 2017

New Indian Express, June 14, 2017

2. Ballari

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

New Indian Express, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

3. Chamrajanagara

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

4. Chikkaballapura

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

5. Davanagere

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

6. Hassan

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

7. Haveri

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

8. Hubbali

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

Vijayavani, 13 June 2017

9. Mandya

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

10. Kodagu

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

11. Mysore

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

12. Raichuru

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

13. Ramanagara

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

14. Shivamogga

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

New Indian Express, 13 June 2017

15. Tumkuru

Prajavani, , 13 June 2017

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

16. Belagavi

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

17. Chikkmagluru

Prajavani, 13 June 2017

18. Kolar

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

19. Vijayapura

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

20. Belagavi

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

21. Chikkamangaluru

Kannada Prabha, 13 June 2017

